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Special Inspections: Advancing Basic Understanding and Implementation in NH

As you are well aware, in August of 2002 the State of New Hampshire adopted the 2000
International Building Code (IBC 2000) as the state building code. Chapter 17 of IBC 2000
provides“Structural Tests and Special Inspections” provisions for a quality assurance
program intended to ensure the construction activities are performed in accordance with
construction documents. While requirements for special inspections have been in building
codes for years, the program has not been widely implemented within the state.

The Special Inspections Committee of Structural Engineers of New Hampshire (SENH) has
prepared a Special Inspection Questions & Answers tri-fold to assist professionals, building
officials and owners understand special inspections provisions. The tri-fold is posted on the
web at www.senh.org along with links to Council of American Structural Engineers (CASE)
forms: Statement of Special Inspections, Schedule of Special Inspection Services, and Final
Report of Special Inspections as well as numerous other professional organizations with
valuable information.

The publication of the Q & A folder and the postings on SENH website are an effort to build
on the dialogue that began in October of 2003 when SENH in association with AIA-NH
presented a roundtable of design professionals and building officials. The roundtable
reviewed IBC 2000 provisions for special inspection programs and discussed case studies
with practicing engineers, architects, and building officials on successful execution of those
provisions. If you were not able to attend this meeting and have questions regarding any of
the information presented or you have suggestions for furthering this dialogue please do not
hesitate to contact the SENH committee members below.
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STRUCTURAL TEST & SPECIAL INSPECTION REFERENCES AND RESOURCES

A. American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC) Council of American Structural
Engineers (CASE) Special Inspections Committee has posted valuable Special Inspections
Documents on www.acec.org/about/case-committees.cfm#si:

Statement of Special Inspections (.doc) CASE Form 101-2004
Final Report of Special Inspections (.doc) CASE Form 102-2001
Contractor's Statement of Responsibility (.doc) CASE Form 103-2004
Fabricator's Certificate of Compliance (.doc) CASE Form 104-2004
National Practice Guidelines for Special Inspections (.pdf) Third Edition

B. 2000 International Building Code and Model Program for Special Inspections which is a
guideline to assist building officials in the administration and enforcement of special
inspection code provisions. It contains a valuable description of special inspection
requirements of the 2000 IBC and a simplified program for implementation. Suggested
forms are included and may be easily adapted for specific uses. Available from
International Conference of Building Officials, 5360 Workman Mill Road, Whittier,
California 90601-2298, phone: 562-699-0541 web page: www.icccsafe.org

C. Guidelines for Structural Tests Inspections: For Compliance with the 6th Edition of the
Massachusetts State Building Code a copyrighted publication that was developed by
Boston Association of Structural Engineers (BASE) to assist structural engineers, building
officials, owners, and architects with the structural testing and inspection requirements of
Section 1705 of the 6th Edition of the Massachusetts State Building Code is available at
www.b-ase.org.

These requirements were adapted from Section 1705 of the 1993 BOCA National
Building Code and are similar to IBC 2000, but with important differences. In
Massachusetts, the Structural Engineer of Record (SER) establishes and directs a program
of structural tests and inspections for each project, selects all the personnel who will be
doing the testing and inspection, and is the only one reporting to the building official on
the results of the program.

The guidelines provide to a general overview of the responsibilities associated with the
SER, Building Official, Owner and Architect, along with a detailed Commentary of the
Massachusetts State Building Code requirements for the various structural Test and
Inspections. In addition there are recommended forms for a program of Structural Tests
and Inspections, final report of Structural Tests and Inspections, standard construction
specifications for Structural Tests and Inspections, and sample contracts plus some
discussion on the qualification of Inspectors.

D. The Structural Engineers Guide to Special Inspections 1st ed. Aug 1998 can be
downloaded as a .pdf from the bookstore tab of the website for the Structural Engineers
Association of Oregon (SEAO) at www.seao.org.






